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Persia and Its People. By Ella G. Sykes. New York: The Macmillan 
Company. 

Mrs. Ella G. Sykes, wife of Major Sykes of the British 
Army, is an acknowledged authority on Eastern subjects; and 
her volume contains an admirable account of a heretofore 
little known country, written in delightful style. To the 
geographical, historical, and economic descriptions are added a 
brief chapter on Marco Polo in Persia, and a longer one on the 
Persian poets. 

Switzerland. By Oscar Kuhn. New York : Thomas Y. Crowell & Co. 

This book deals with Switzerland as the "Playground of 
Europe," and gives charming accounts of travel through the 
Alpine Republic; of some of the tragedies which have been 
associated with pleasure-seeking therein; and of the poetry 
which has been inspired by the scenery. It might be difficult 
to say whether the illustrations give charm to the text, or the 
text to the illustrations, but together they make of the book a 
delightful exposition of a wonderful country. 

Cuba. By Irene A. Wright. New York: The Macmillan Company. 

This book is not the record of hasty impressions, but a "Sur- 
vay" (as John Stow might have called it) of the Island, by one 
who is adequately equipped for the task, by ten years of con- 
tinuous residence in the country, wherein she was privileged in 
various capacities to visit every part of the Island and to observe 
every phase of life there. The author's opinions upon political 
matters are frankly expressed and apparently upon good reason. 



Life of Charles Sumner. By Walter G. Shotwell. New York : Thomas 
Y. Crowell & Co. 

This is a valuable contribution to our national biographical 
literature, for the years of Sumner's public career embraced the 
most important period of our national history. The public 
events of this period as they appeared from Sumner's view- 
point, are ably narrated by the author. 



